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EARLY VOTING POLITICAL PARTY     
POLL WATCHERS 

I. Right to have Early Voting Political Party Poll Watchers

The parish executive committee of a recognized political party having at least twenty-five percent of the 
registered voters in the state registered as being affiliated with the political party is entitled to have an 
early voting watcher at each early voting location in the parish, as space permits, at which a candidate 
affiliated with the political party is on the ballot. 

Currently, only the Democratic and Republican parties may have early voting poll watchers. 

II. Early Voting Political Party Watcher List

A. A list of early voting watchers shall be filed with the registrar of voters by hand delivery, facsimile, 
mail, or commercial courier before 4:30 p.m. on the fourteenth business day before the first day 
of early voting for the primary or general election; however if the fourteenth business day before 
the first day of early voting for the primary or general election falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or 
other legal holiday, the list shall be filed on the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or 
other legal holiday

B. The chairman of the parish executive committee of the political party shall sign and be 
responsible for filing the list of early voting watchers.

C. The chairman of the state central committee of a recognized political party may designate early 
voting watchers for the parish in any parish without a parish executive committee of the 
recognized political party in accordance with R.S. 18:1309 (N)(9).

D. A list of early voting watchers submitted by a party for the primary election may be used for the 
general election only if the chairman of the parish executive committee or the state central 
committee of the party notifies the registrar of voters in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth 
business day before the start of early voting for the general election that he wants to use the 
same list of early voting watchers.

III. Powers and Duties of Early Voting Political Party Watchers

A. Shall be admitted within the designated early voting location during the conduct of early voting 
where a candidate affiliated with the political party is on the ballot

B. Shall be subject to the authority of the registrar of voters or deputy registrar, who shall regulate 
the number of watchers inside the early voting location as provided in La. R.S. 18:427;

C. Shall not interfere with the registrar or deputy registrar in the performance of their duties;

D. Shall notify the registrar of voters or deputy registrar of any infraction of the law;

E. Shall not participate in performing the procedures listed in La. R.S. 18:1309(D), (E), or (F);
F. Shall not electioneer (electioneering includes soliciting a person in any manner to vote for or 

against a candidate or proposition being voted on in the election, and handing out, placing or 
displaying campaign cards, pictures or other campaign literature, which includes t-shirts, hats, 
bumper stickers, etc.), engage in political discussions, or unnecessarily delay a voter at the 
polling place; and
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G. May keep notes on the conduct of the election.

IV. Early Voting Political Party Watchers – Early Voting Procedures

A. BRING YOUR COMMISSION ALONG WITH A PERSONAL PHOTO ID TO THE EARLY
VOTING LOCATION!

B. The registrar of voters or deputy registrar will verify that the watchers and/or alternate watchers
have commissions. After verification, the registrar or deputy registrar shall return the commission
to the watcher.

C. The parish executive committee of a political party shall be entitled to have a watcher and an
alternate watcher serve at the same early voting location, but the watcher and the alternate
watcher may not serve at a single voting location at the same time.

D. The registrar of voters or deputy registrar shall regulate the number of watchers inside the early
voting location as provided in La. R.S. 18:427.

ELECTION DAY POLL WATCHERS AND  
POLITICAL PARTY SUPER WATCHERS 

I. Right to have Election Day Poll Watchers

A. A candidate is entitled to have one watcher and one alternate watcher at every precinct on
Election Day where the office they seek is on the ballot in a primary or general election.

B. In addition, a candidate may designate one (1) watcher per parish as a “Super Watcher” who
shall have the same qualifications, powers, and duties of watchers provided by La. R.S. 18:427,
and who shall be admitted as a watcher in every precinct in the designated parish where the
office the candidate seeks is on the ballot.

C. Any person who is supporting or opposing a proposition (including the recall of a public officer)
and who has filed a report required by La. R.S. 18:1486 (Campaign Finance Disclosure Act) is
entitled to have one watcher at every precinct in which the proposition is on the ballot.

D. Federal monitors and court-ordered monitors are subject to these guidelines.

II. Right to have Election Day Political Party Super Watchers

A. The parish executive committee of a recognized political party having at least twenty-five percent
of the registered voters in the state registered as being affiliated with the political party is entitled
to have political party super watchers in the parish if a candidate affiliated with the political party
is on the ballot.

1. In a parish with fewer than fifty thousand registered voters, the parish executive committee
of the recognized political party may designate one (1) political party super watcher.

2. In a parish with fifty thousand or more but fewer than one hundred thousand registered
voters, the parish executive committee of the recognized political party may designate
two (2) political party super watchers.
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3. In a parish with one hundred thousand or more but fewer than one hundred-fifty thousand
registered voters, the parish executive committee of the recognized political party may
designate three (3) political party super watchers.

4. In a parish with one hundred-fifty thousand or more but fewer than two hundred thousand
registered voters, the parish executive committee of the recognized political party may
designate four (4) political party super watchers.

5. In a parish with two hundred thousand or more registered voters, the parish executive
committee of the recognized political party may designate five (5) political party super
watchers.

B. Each political party super watcher shall have the qualifications, powers, and duties of watchers
provided for by La. R.S. 18:427 and shall be admitted as a watcher in every precinct in the
designated parish where a candidate affiliated with his political party is on the ballot, except that
not more than one political party super watcher may serve at a single precinct at the same time.

III. Election Day Poll Watcher List

A. The candidate files one list of watchers with the clerk of court (for Orleans Parish candidates,
you must file with the Clerk of Criminal District Court) by hand delivery, facsimile, mail, or
commercial courier before 4:30 p.m. on the tenth (10th) business day before the primary or
general election. If the tenth (10th) business day before the primary or general election falls on a
Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the list shall be filed on the next day that is not a
Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday.

B. A list of watchers shall be filed with the clerk of court in each parish where the candidate will
have watchers for a multi-parish office.

C. When a list of watchers is filed by the authorized representative, a letter of authorization shall
accompany the list of watchers. The list of watchers shall be signed by the candidate.

D. Any person filing a list of watchers for a proposition or recall election shall attach a certified
statement that the report required by La. R.S. 18:1486 has been filed with the Division of
Campaign Finance (225-219-5600).

E. A list of watchers submitted by a candidate for the primary election may be used for the general
election only if the candidate notifies the clerk of court in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth (10th)
business day before the general election that they want to use the same list of watchers.

F. A list of watchers shall contain only one watcher and one alternate watcher for each precinct
where the candidate is entitled to have a watcher. The same person may be listed as the watcher
or alternate watcher for more than one precinct.

G. The list shall be submitted on a form provided by the secretary of state which is available from
the clerk of court, or typed or legibly written on a form which contains the same information.

H. The list shall contain the name and mailing address of each watcher and a designation of the
precinct where they are to serve.

I. For candidates, only one (1) watcher in each parish may be designated as a “Super Watcher”
for every precinct in the designated parish on election day in the candidate’s election.

IV. Election Day Political Party Super Watcher List

E. The chairman of the parish executive committee of the political party shall sign and be
responsible for filing the list of political party super watchers.
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F. The chairman of the state central committee of a recognized political party may designate super
watchers for the parish in any parish without a parish executive committee of the recognized
political party in accordance with R.S. 18:435(A)(4)(e).

G. The chairman of the parish executive committee shall file one list of super watchers with the
clerk of court (the clerk of criminal district court in Orleans Parish) by hand delivery, facsimile,
mail, or commercial courier before 4:30 p.m. on the tenth (10th) business day before the
primary or general election. If the tenth (10th) business day before the primary or general
election falls on a Saturday, Sunday or other legal holiday, the list shall be filed on the next day
that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday. A list of political party super watchers
submitted by a party for the primary election may be used for the general election only if the
chairman of the parish executive committee or the state central committee of the party notifies
the clerk of court in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth business day before the general election
that he wants to use the same list of political party super watchers.

H. The certified statement that the report required by La. R.S. 18:1486 has been filed with the
Division of Campaign Finance is not necessary.

V. Presidential Election Day Watcher List

A. The state central committee of each recognized political party is responsible for filing the watcher
list for its slate of candidates for presidential elector.

B. The list of watchers shall be signed by the chairman of the state central committee.

C. Watcher lists for candidates not affiliated with a recognized political party must be signed and
filed by a person authorized by the presidential candidate supported by the slate of electors. A
letter of authorization from the presidential candidate, or an authorized agent of their campaign,
shall accompany the list of watchers.

D. The certified statement that the report required by La. R.S. 18:1486 has been filed with the
Division of Campaign Finance is not necessary.

VI. Powers and Duties of Election Day Watchers

A. Shall be admitted to all parts of the polling place during the election and during the counting and
tabulation of votes;

B. Shall not take part in the counting and tabulation of votes;

C. Shall be subject to the authority of the commissioners;

D. Shall not interfere with the commissioners in the performance of their duties;

E. Shall notify the commissioners of any infraction of the law;

F. Shall not electioneer (electioneering includes soliciting a person in any manner to vote for or
against a candidate or proposition being voted on in the election, and handing out, placing or
displaying campaign cards, pictures or other campaign literature, which includes t-shirts, hats,
bumper stickers, etc.), engage in political discussions, or unnecessarily delay a voter at the
polling place; and

G. May keep notes on the conduct of the election.

VII. Commissioners – Election Day Procedures

A. Identification of Voters

1. Each person is to be identified by one of the following:

a. a Louisiana driver’s license
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b. a LA Wallet digital driver’s license

c. a United States military identification card that contains the applicant’s name and
picture

d. a Louisiana special identification card issued by the Office of Motor Vehicles

e. Other generally recognized picture identification card that contains the name and
signature of the applicant.

2. If the applicant does not have the picture identification as specified above, the applicant
shall complete and sign a Voter Identification Affidavit (AV-34) before the commissioners,
which shall include the applicant’s date of birth and mother’s maiden name. If the
applicant is unable to read or write or is otherwise unable to complete the affidavit due to
disability, the applicant may receive assistance in completing the affidavit and the
commissioner shall make a notation on the affidavit. The applicant may receive the
assistance of any person of their choice, including a commissioner, except a candidate,
commissioner-in-charge, applicant’s employer or employer’s agent, or applicant’s union
agent. A voter who refuses to complete the affidavit shall not vote.

3. An applicant who votes after executing a Voter Identification Affidavit (AV-34) is subject
to challenge.

B. Challenge of Voter at Polls

1. Grounds for challenge. A commissioner, watcher or qualified voter may challenge a
person applying to vote on any of the following grounds:

a. The applicant is not qualified to vote in the election;

b. The applicant is not qualified to vote in the precinct; or

c. The applicant is not the person whose name is on the precinct register.

2. Disposition of the challenge.
a. If a challenge is made, a majority of the commissioners must determine whether

the challenge is valid or invalid. If invalid, the applicant shall be permitted to vote.

b. If the commissioners determine by majority vote that the challenge is valid, the
applicant shall not be permitted to vote.

c. If the valid challenge is based on change of residence and the applicant has moved
within the parish or has moved outside the parish within the last three months, the
voter shall be allowed to vote upon completing an Address Confirmation Card
(ACC-Election Day).

VIII. Election Day Watchers – Election Day Procedures

E. BRING YOUR COMMISSION ALONG WITH A PERSONAL PHOTO ID TO THE POLLING
PLACE ON ELECTION DAY!

F. Precinct commissioner-in-charge will verify that the super watcher, watchers, and/or alternate
watchers have commissions. After verification, the precinct commissioner-in-charge shall return
the commission to the watcher.

G. A watcher and super watcher for the same candidate may serve at the same precinct at the
same time. However, a watcher and alternate watcher may not serve at the same time, but may
alternate and replace one another throughout the day.

H. If the number of watchers inside a polling place interferes with the orderly conduct of the election,
the commissioners shall limit the number of watchers by allowing the watchers to draw lots to
determine which watchers shall be first to wait outside.
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I. The commissioners will try to make sure the amount of time each watcher spends inside shall
be equal, if possible.

J. Any person who is supporting or opposing a proposition (including the recall of a public officer)
and who has filed a report required by La. R.S. 18:1486 (Campaign Finance Disclosure Act) is
entitled to have one watcher at every precinct in which the proposition is on the ballot.

POLL WATCHERS  
QUALIFICATIONS AND COMMISSIONS 

I. Poll Watcher Qualifications

A. Must be a qualified voter of the state of Louisiana.

B. Must not be a candidate in the election.

C. Must not be a law enforcement officer. “Law enforcement officer” is any employee of the state,
a municipality, a sheriff, or other public agency, whose permanent duties actually include the
making of arrests, the performing of searches and seizures, or the execution of criminal warrants,
and who is responsible for the prevention or detection of crime or for the enforcement of the
penal, traffic, or highway laws of this state (La. R.S. 18:428).

D. Must not be register as a sex offender or child predator pursuant to La. R.S. 15:542.

II. Poll Watcher Commissions

A. The parish board of election supervisors issues a commission to each qualified watcher.

B. The commission shall specify the precinct(s) or early voting location for which the watcher is
eligible to serve on election day or during early voting. If a watcher is designated as a “Super
Watcher,” the commission shall specify such designation.

C. A person shall not be commissioned as a watcher if they have been appointed as a
commissioner-in-charge or selected as a commissioner in the election.

D. A person selected as an alternate commissioner may be commissioned as a watcher; however,
if they are called upon to replace an absent or unqualified commissioner, they shall not serve as
a watcher in the election, and their watcher commission shall be deemed void.

E. Prior to election day, the Parish Board of Election Supervisors will deliver to each precinct a list
of the watchers and alternate watchers who are entitled to serve at the election; the list will
specify the precinct(s) for which each watcher is eligible to serve.
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“SAMPLE REPORT – issued by:  

Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance” 

State of Louisiana 

Louisiana Board of Ethics 

acting as the 

Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance 

Certificate of Registration 

This certifies that 

Democrat, Republican, Independent Voter Education PAC 
25 Louisiana Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001 

James P. Hoffa, Chairman 

Affiliated Organization: International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

has filed the required statement of organization with the 

Supervisory Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure 

and is in compliance with the provisions of La. R.S. 18:1491.1. 

This further certifies that contributions made by this committee are subject to the 

following limits: 

$5,000 to major office candidates 

$2,500 to district office candidates 

$1,000 to any other office candidates 

__________________________________ 

Expiration Date Deborah Grier  Executive Secretary 

A $5.00 fee will be imposed for the issuance of each duplicate certificate of registration. 
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LIST OF EARLY VOTING POLITICAL PARTY WATCHERS  

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State  WL-EV (Rev. 7/24) 
 

The parish executive committee of a recognized political party having at least twenty-five percent of the registered voters in the state registered as being affiliated with the political 
party is entitled to have one early voting watcher at each early voting location in the parish, as space permits, at which a candidate affiliated with the political party is on the ballot (La. 
R.S. 18:1309(N)(1)). A list of early voting watchers shall be filed with the registrar of voters by hand delivery, facsimile, mail, or commercial courier before 4:30 p.m. on the fourteenth 
business day before the first day of early voting for the primary or general election (La. R.S. 18:1309(N)(5)). A list of early voting watchers submitted for the primary election may be 
used for the general election only if the chairman of the parish executive committee of the political party notifies the registrar of voters in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth business day 
before the start of early voting for the general election that he wants to use the same list of early voting watchers (La. R.S. 18:1309(N)(7)). 

 

PARISH: ELECTION DATE: CHOOSE ONE: 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY             REPUBLICAN PARTY 

           CHOOSE ONE: 

 Watcher 
Alternate 
Watcher 

NAME OF WATCHER ADDRESS OF WATCHER EARLY VOTING SITE 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

11      

12     
 

 

 

13      

14      

 
 

Check appropriate box:  PRIMARY ELECTION  GENERAL ELECTION 
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Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State  WL-EV (Rev. 7/24) 
 

CERTIFICATION PAGE 
 

The chairman of the parish executive committee of the political party shall sign and be responsible for filing the list of early voting watchers. 
In a parish without a parish executive committee, the chairman of the state central committee may designate early voting watchers for 
the parish. 
 

 

Dear Registrar of Voters, attached is our certified list of qualified* watchers and alternate watchers.  

 
 
 

    
 
Chairman:    ___________________________________         ____________________________________________ 

        (printed name)                                                                           (signature) 
 

 
                    ____________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

              (date)                                                                             (telephone number) 
 

 
 

 
   No parish executive committee; filed by the chairman of the state central committee in accordance with La R.S. 18:1309(N)(9). 
 

 
*Watcher Qualifications 

Pursuant to La. R.S. 18:1309(N)(1), a qualified voter of the state of Louisiana who is not a candidate in the election may serve as an early voting 
watcher. 

 

For Official Use: 
Date and Time Received:  

 
Signature of ROV staff member that took receipt of list  

 
Printed name of ROV staff member that took receipt of list   
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ELECTION DAY POLITICAL PARTY SUPER WATCHERS  

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State  WL-PSW (Rev. 7/24)
 

The parish executive committees of the Democratic and Republican parties* are entitled to have political party super watchers in a parish if a candidate affiliated with the party is on 
the ballot. (La. R.S. 18:435(A))  
 
The parish executive committee may designate the following number of political party super watchers:  
Less than 50,000 registered voters: one super watcher;  
50,000-99,999 registered voters: two super watchers;  
100,000-149,999 registered voters: three super watchers;  
150,000 -199,999 registered voters: four super watchers;  
200,000 or more registered voters: five super watchers.  
 
The chairman of the parish executive committee shall sign and be responsible for filing the list of political party super watchers. In any parish without a parish executive committee, 
the chairman of the state central committee may designate super watchers for the parish. A list of political party super watchers shall be filed with the clerk of court by hand delivery, 
facsimile, mail, or commercial carrier before 4:30 p.m. on the tenth business day before the primary or general election. (La. R.S. 18:435(B)) A list submitted for the primary election 
may be used for the general election if the candidate notifies the clerk of court in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth business day before the general election that they want to use the 
same list of watchers.  

 

PARISH: ELECTION DATE: CHOOSE ONE: 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY             REPUBLICAN PARTY 
         CHOOSE ONE: 

 Super 
Watcher 

Alternate  
Super Watcher NAME OF SUPER WATCHER ADDRESS OF SUPER WATCHER 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12    
 

 
 

Check appropriate box:  PRIMARY ELECTION  GENERAL ELECTION 
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13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

21     

22     

23     

24     

25     

26     

27     

28     

29     

30     

31     

32     

33     

34     

35     
 

*The parish executive committee of a recognized political party having at least twenty-five percent of the registered voters in the state registered as being affiliated with the political 
party is entitled to have political party super watchers in the parish if a candidate is on the ballot. (R.S. 18:435(A)(4)(a)). Political party super watchers shall be admitted as watchers 
in every precinct in the parish where an affiliated candidate is on the ballot, except that not more than one political party super watcher may serve as a single precinct at the same 
time. (La. R.S. 18:435(A)(4)(c)) 



ELECTION DAY POLITICAL PARTY SUPER WATCHERS  

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State  WL-PSW (Rev. 7/24)
 

CERTIFICATION PAGE 
 
The chairman of the parish executive committee of the political party shall sign and be responsible for the list of political party super 
watchers. In a parish without a parish executive committee, the chairman of the state central committee may designate super watchers 
for the parish. 
 

 

Dear Clerk of Court, attached is our certified list of qualified* political party super watchers and alternates. 

 
 
 
Chairman:    ___________________________________         ____________________________________________ 

        (printed name)                                                                           (signature) 
 

 
                    ____________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

              (date)                                                                             (telephone number) 
 

 
 

 
 No parish executive committee; filed by the chairman of the state central committee in accordance with La R.S. 18:435(A)(4)(e) 
 
 
*Watcher Qualifications 
Pursuant to La. R.S. 18:1309(N)(1), a qualified voter of the state of Louisiana who is not a candidate in the election may serve as an early voting 
watcher. 

 
For Official Use: 

Date and Time Received:  
 

Signature of COC staff member that took receipt of list  
 

Printed name of COC staff member that took receipt of list   
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LIST OF ELECTION DAY WATCHERS – CANDIDATES OR PROPOSITIONS 

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State 1 WL-CP (Rev. 6/22) 
 

If a candidate’s list of watchers is filed by the candidate’s authorized representative, a letter of authorization from the candidate shall accompany the list of watchers. 
The list of watchers shall be signed by the candidate. A list of watchers for a slate of candidates for presidential elector shall be signed by the chairman of the state 
central committee (La. R.S. 18:435(A)(1)(a)(b)). A list of watchers shall be filed with the clerk of court by hand delivery, facsimile, mail, or commercial carrier before 4:30 
p.m. on the tenth business day before the primary or general election; however, if the tenth business day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the list shall 
be filed on the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday or other legal holiday (La. R.S. 18:435(B)(1)(a)). A list of watchers submitted by a candidate for the primary 
election may be used for the general election only if the candidate notifies the clerk of court in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the tenth business day before the general election 
that they want to use the same list of watchers (La. R.S. 18:435(B)(1)(b)). A list of watchers shall be filed with the clerk of court in each parish where the candidate will 
have watchers for a multi-parish office. 

 
PARISH: ELECTION DATE: CANDIDATE NAME AND OFFICE -OR- PROPOSITION TITLE: 

Choose only one (1) Super 
Watcher 

NAME OF SUPER WATCHER ADDRESS OF SUPER WATCHER 
  

 (choose one)   

 Precinct Watcher Alternate 
Watcher NAME OF WATCHER ADDRESS OF WATCHER 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

11      

12      
 

  

Check appropriate box:  PRIMARY ELECTION  GENERAL ELECTION 



LIST OF ELECTION DAY WATCHERS – CANDIDATES OR PROPOSITIONS 

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State 2 WL-CP (Rev. 6/22) 
 

Make copies and use this page to complete the list for the parish 

 Precinct Watcher Alternate 
Watcher NAME OF WATCHER ADDRESS OF WATCHER 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 
 



LIST OF ELECTION DAY WATCHERS – CANDIDATES OR PROPOSITIONS 

Prepared and Furnished by Secretary of State 3 WL-CP (Rev. 7/23) 
 

 

CERTIFICATION PAGE 
 

Dear clerk of court, attached is our certified list of qualified* watchers, alternate watchers, and super watcher.  

FOR STATE/LOCAL ELECTION 

 
 

 (candidate’s signature) 
 

 
 (printed name) 
 

 
 (date signed) 

SLATE OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 

 
 

 (chairman’s signature) 
 

 
 (printed name) 
 

 
 (date signed) 

 
*Watcher Qualifications (effective June 8, 2023) 
Pursuant to La. R.S. 18:427(A), a qualified voter of the state of Louisiana who is not a candidate in the election may serve as a watcher; however, 
a watcher who is not a resident of the parish where he serves may not serve as a commissioner. No person who is required to register as a sex 
offender or child predator pursuant to R.S. 15:542 may serve as a watcher. 

 
For Official Use: 

Date Received:  
 

Signature of clerk staff member that took receipt of list  
 

Printed name of clerk staff member that took receipt of list   
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