
Public Notice

The La. R.S. 49:968(D)(1)(b) report has been delivered to the appropriate standing committees on August 11, 2021,

regarding the proposed permanent rule, LAC, Louisiana Administrative Code, Title 31, Chapter 3, Sections 301, 303,

305, regarding “Opportunity to Cure Deficiencies In Absentee By Mail Ballots.”

apa.senatepresident@legis.la.gov

apa.housespeaker@legis.la.gov

apa.s-s&g@legis.la.gov

apa.h-hg@legis.la.gov

RE: La. R.S. 49:968D(1)(b) Report of Department of State, Elections Division - Finalization of Adoption of LAC

31:I, Chapter 3, §§301-305

Dear Lady and Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950 et. seq.), the Department of

State, Elections Division, intends to promulgate LAC 31:I. Chapter 3, §§301-305, Opportunity to Cure Deficiencies in

Absentee By Mail Ballots as a permanent rule. This rule is being promulgated in accordance with La. R.S. 18:18(A)(3)

and La. R.S. 37:742.

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950 et. seq.), the Department of State, Elections

Division, previously exercised the emergency provisions of the Act, specifically R.S. 49:953(B), to promulgate a

similar procedure for providing an opportunity to cure absentee by mail envelope flaps with deficiencies. The

emergency rules had effective dates of June 15, 2020, October 12, 2020, February 9, 2021 and, most recently, June 9,

2021.

The permanent rule is necessary so that a permanent procedure may be provided for curing absentee by mail

ballot envelope flaps with deficiencies.



In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950 et. seq.), the Department of

State hereby announces its plan to proceed with rule-making by finalizing the June 20, 2021 Notice of Intent that was

promulgated on pages 807-808 of the Louisiana Register, Vol. 47, No. 6.

The Department of State received no requests for public hearing; and therefore did not conduct a public hearing

pursuant to R.S. 49:953(A)(2).

Public comments were invited, and one comment was received after the deadline for comments but nonetheless

a response was sent to the individual who made the comment. The comment questioned whether the rule had already

been approved by the legislature or proper authority and whether the plan was to implement the rule in the Fall 2021

elections. The comment further asked what were the expected outcomes of the “comment period” on June 28, 2021.

See Exhibit A attached.

The response provided that a similar rule was currently in effect as an emergency rule, which emergency rule

had been approved by the Joint Senate and House Governmental Affairs committees on April 28, 2021. The response

stated that either the similar emergency rule (effective June 9, 2021) or this new permanent rule would be effective for

the Fall 2021 elections.

Finally, the response stated that no public hearing would be held on July 28, 2021, as the La. R.S.

49:953(A)(2)(a) criteria for public hearing had not been met. The Department of State’s response with attachments is

attached hereto as Exhibit B.

No agency action will result from this public comment.

No changes have been made to the proposed rule since the La. R.S. 39:953(B) report was submitted. No

changes were suggested.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Celia R. Cangelosi

5551 Corporate Blvd., Suite 101



Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Telephone: (225) 231-1453

Facsimile: (225) 231-1456

Email: celiacan@bellsouth.net

2 Attachments
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