
JEAN LAFITTE MARINE FISHERIES MUSEUM

In the little fi shing village of Lafi tte, down along Barataria 
Bay, the Jean Lafi tte Marine Fisheries Museum is dedicated to 
telling the story of life as it has been lived on this little strip 
of land tucked between swamp and open water for more than 
two centuries. The area fi rst gained fame as the hideout and 
chief base of the notorious pirate Jean Lafi tte, who operated 
in the Gulf of Mexico in the early 1800s. But, once the gallant 
corsair disappeared from the pages of history, inhabitants in 
the Barataria region settled into the more steady business of 
fi shing and trapping. Indeed, the area generally has attracted 
a resilient and independent-minded set of people who know 
how to exploit the rich natural resources of the bay and swamp. 
The lives of these people, and the industries that employed 
them, form the main story of the museum itself. Exhibits detail 
every facet of the shrimping, fi shing, canning and trapping 
industries in the area. A new home for the museum currently 
under construction and exhibits at this center will further detail 
the story of Jean Lafi tte the pirate as well as expand on current 
exhibit topics. 
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Jean Lafi tte Marine 
Fisheries Museum
580 Jean Lafi tte Blvd. 
Lafi tte, LA 70067 

504.689.3497

FOR MORE 
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CONTACT:

LOUISIANA 
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OF STATE 
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DIVISION

P.O. BOX 94125

BATON ROUGE, LA 

70804-9125

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF STATE MUSEUMS
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TOURING AROUND 
CENLA AND 
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