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TITLE 18
LOUISIANA ELECTION CODE

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§1. Short title; citation

A. Title 18 shall constitute and be known as the "Louisiana Election Code", and its Chapters, Parts,
Subparts, and Sections may be cited officially as Chapters, Parts, and Sections of either the Louisiana
Election Code or Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. In the latter case, the Sections shall be
cited in the manner provided in R.S. 1:1.

B. The Louisiana Election Code shall regulate the conduct of elections and political subdivisions shall
be prohibited from adopting any law, resolution, or ordinance relative to elections and the conduct thereof,
including campaign finance, except as otherwise specifically authorized in this code.

Acts 1989, No. 56, §1, eff. June 16, 1989.

NOTE: Acts 1989, No. 56, §2 Voids local laws, ordinances, and resolutions previously adopted
which are prohibited by this Section.

§2. Definitions

As used in this Code, the following words and terms shall have the meanings hereinafter ascribed to
each, unless the context clearly indicates another meaning:

(1) "Clerk of court" or "clerk" means the clerk of the district court, except that in any parish having a
civil district court and a criminal district court, these terms mean the clerk of the criminal district court.

(2) "Federal election" means a general, special, primary, or runoff election for federal office; a
convention or caucus of a political party which has authority to nominate a candidate for federal office; a
primary election held for the selection of delegates to a national nominating convention of a political party;
and a primary election held for the expression of a preference for the nomination of individuals for election
to the office of president.

(3) "Federal office" means the office of president or vice president of the United States or of senator or
representative in the United States Congress.

(4) "Immediate family" means the individual's children, the spouses of his children, his brothers and
their spouses, his sisters and their spouses, his parents, his spouse, and the parents of his spouse.

(5) "Parish governing authority" or "governing authority of the parish" with respect to Orleans Parish
means the city council.

NOTE: Paragraphs (6) and (7) as enacted by Acts 2024, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 1, eff. Aug. 1, 2025, for
certain purposes, and then eff. Jan. 1, 2026, for all other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(6) "Party affiliation" and "affiliation with a political party” mean the party affiliation designated in
the registrant's information on the state voter registration computer system.

(7) "Party primary office” means an office of senator or representative in the United States Congress,
Justice of the supreme court, the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, and the Public Service
Commission.

(8) "Polling place" means any location where voting, either early or on election day, is conducted
pursuant to this Code.

(9) "Precinct" means the smallest political unit of a ward having defined geographical boundaries.
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R.S. 18:2

NOTE: Paragraph (10) as enacted by Acts 2024, Ist Ex. Sess., No. 1, eff. Aug. 1, 2025, for certain
purposes, and then eff. Jan. 1, 2026, for all other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(10) "Primary election" means a primary election for a party primary office or an office other than a
party primary office.

(11) "Qualified elector" or "qualified voter" means a person who has the proper qualifications provided
by law to be entitled to vote and who is lawfully registered to vote.

(12) "Ranked-choice voting" and "instant runoff voting" mean a method of nominating or electing one
or more candidates to an office as follows:

(a) Voters rank candidates on the ballot in order of preference.

(b) Tabulation proceeds in rounds such that in each round, one or more candidates are nominated or
elected, or a last-place candidate is defeated.

(c) Votes are transferred from nominated, elected, or defeated candidates to the voter's next-ranked
candidate or candidates in order of preference.

(d) Tabulation ends when a candidate receives the majority of the votes cast or when the number of
candidates nominated or elected equals the number of offices to be filled, as applicable.

(13) "Signature" means the name of a person which is signed. Signature in this Title includes the
handwritten, electronic, or digitized name of an individual, except when the handwritten signature of the
individual is specifically required.

(14) "Third-party voter registration drive" means the solicitation, distribution, or collection of voter
registration applications by a third-party voter registration organization.

(15) "Third-party voter registration organization" means any individual or entity that solicits, distributes,
or collects voter registration applications and that is not required by law to do so. "Third-party voter
registration organization" shall not include the following:

(a) Anindividual who only seeks to encourage or assist a member of his immediate family in registering
to vote.

(b) A registrar of voters or employee thereof.
(c) The secretary of state or employee thereof who performs election duties.
(d) Any other individual or entity required by law to perform voter registration activities.

(16) "Under an order of imprisonment" means a sentence of confinement, whether or not suspended,
whether or not the subject of the order has been placed on probation, with or without supervision, and
whether or not the subject of the order has been paroled.

(17) "Voter registration agency" means an office designated under R.S. 18:116(A) to perform voter
registration activities.

(18) "Voting district" means a geographical area composed of one or more precincts in a parish in which
every elector within that area votes in the same congressional district, statewide board or commission district,
judicial district, Senate District, House of Representative District, parish governing authority district, local
and ward office district, municipal office district, and all other special election districts.

(19) "Ward" means a police jury ward in a parish and in parishes having no police jury wards means the
subdivision of the parish equivalent to a police jury ward.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July
22, 1982; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1; Acts 1993, No. 465, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1995, Acts
2001, No. 1032, §7; Acts 2001, No. 1181, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts 2008, No. 136, §1, eff. June 6, 2008, Acts 2011,
Ist Ex. Sess., No. 32, §1; Acts 2024, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 1, §1, eff. See Act; Acts 2024, No. 291, §1, eff.- May 28, 2024, Acts
2024, No. 355, §1; Acts 2024, No. 640, §2, eff- Jan. 1, 2026, Acts 2024, No. 701, §1.
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§3. Petitions submitted to registrars of voters

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, every petition submitted to a registrar
of voters for certification shall contain the following information:

(1) The handwritten signature of the voter who is signing the petition; however, if a person is unable to
write, the incapacitated person shall affix his mark to the petition and the person circulating the petition shall
affix the name of the incapacitated person, provided that he does so in the presence of two witnesses who
shall also sign their names as witnesses to the mark.

(2) The month, day, and year that the voter signed the petition.
(3) The signer's year of birth.

(4) The address at which the signer is registered to vote, including municipal number, apartment number,
rural route, and box number.

(5) The name of the signer either typed or legibly written.

(6) The printed name of the person who witnessed and who obtained the signature either typed or legibly
written.

(7) The month, day, and year on which the person witnessed and obtained the signature.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the notice of endorsement of a petition
to be submitted to the registrar for certification may be made by hand delivery.

C. Whenever the registrar is required to certify signatures on a petition pursuant to any provision of the
constitution or laws of this state, the registrar shall not honor the written request of any voter or signatory
who either desires to have his signature stricken from the petition or desires to have his signature added to
the petition unless such addition or deletion is expressly authorized by law. The chairman or other person
responsible for the filing of the petition with the registrar shall file notice with the registrar three days prior
to submission of the petition for certification, unless such submission is done within three days prior to the
expiration of the period for submission of the petition for certification. Such notice shall be a public record.

D. In determining the number of persons signing the petition who are electors in the voting area for the
purpose of certifying the petition, the registrar shall not include any person who has not affixed to the
petition his signature and the address at which he is registered to vote, any person whose signature has not
been verified by the registrar, or any person whose name does not appear on the registrar's roll of electors.
To verify a signature on a petition, the registrar shall compare the handwritten signature on the petition with
the signature on the original application card or any subsequent signature in the records of the registrar,
including but not limited to precinct registers and affidavits filed pursuant to the provisions of R.S.
18:111(C), or any microfilm, microfiche, or scanned or electronically captured computerized images of such
documents. Ifthe signatures are sufficiently alike to identify the person who signed the petition as the person
who is the registered voter, the signature shall be verified. The signature of an elector shall include the
surname under which the elector is registered to vote. The signature may include the elector's surname, first,
and middle name, the initials of his surname, first, and middle name, or any combination thereof as the form
in which his name appears on the petition, but shall not designate a title, designation, or deceptive name, nor
shall it designate an occupational or professional description or abbreviation. However, the signature of a
married woman may include her husband's surname, first, and middle name, the initials of his surname, first,
and middle name, or any combination thereof, preceded by the title "Mrs." as the form in which her name
appears on the petition, but only if she has registered under her husband's name preceded by the title "Mrs.".

E. The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable to petitions for elections to be held pursuant
to the provisions of Chapter 3 of Title 26 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1988, No. 809, §1,; Acts 1995, No. 312, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1996, Acts 1997, No. 1420, §1,
eff- Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 2001, No. 1032, §7; Acts 2005, No. 431, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2006, Acts 2009, No. 186, §2, eff. June
29, 2009, Acts 2017, No. 176, §1, eff- June 14, 2017, Acts 2018, No. 584, §1, eff. May 28, 2018, Acts 2024, No. 550,
$1, eff- Jan. 1, 2025.
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NOTE: §4 eff. July 1, 2025. See Acts 2024, No. 302, §2; Acts 2024, No. 712, §1.

§4. Witness requirements

A. Whenever a document required by or provided for in this Code is required to be witnessed, the
witness shall be at least eighteen years of age.

B. Each witness who signs an absentee by mail ballot certificate as required by this Code shall provide
his mailing address in the appropriate space on the certificate.

Acts 2024, No. 302, §2, eff- July 1, 2025; Acts 2024, No. 712, §1, eff. July 1, 2025.

CHAPTER 2. STATE ADMINISTRATION

PART I. COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS

§16. Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004.

§17. Blank

CHAPTER 2. STATE ADMINISTRATION

PART I. SECRETARY OF STATE; REGISTRATION;
VOTING MACHINES

§18. Secretary of state; powers and duties

A. The secretary of state shall administer the laws relating to custody of voting machines and voter
registration, and for this purpose the secretary of state shall:

(1) Subject to applicable civil service laws and applicable provisions of this Title, employ and fix the
salaries and duties of necessary staff to carry out such functions.

(2) Direct and assist the registrars of voters of the state with respect to matters pertaining to the
registration of voters as provided by law.

(3) Prescribe uniformrules, regulations, forms, and instructions, which shall be approved by the attorney
general and thereafter shall be applied uniformly by each registrar of voters in the state. These rules,
regulations, forms, and instructions shall include but not necessarily be restricted to forms of applications
for registration, records, affidavits and statements, documents, and general procedures to be used by the
registrars of voters, none of which shall be inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States
or of this state.

(4) Be responsible for obtaining statistics and data relating to the registration of voters from the
registrars throughout the state and for the compilation of such statistics and data in an annual report which
shall be submitted to the Legislature of Louisiana not later than the first day of each regular session.

(5) Perform such other functions and duties and exercise such other powers as are conferred upon him
by this Title.

(6) Coordinate the responsibilities of this state under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L.
103-31) as required by 52 U.S.C. 20509.
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(7) Prescribe uniform rules, regulations, forms, and instructions as to the use of voting systems, as
defined by R.S. 18:1351, in the conduct of early voting, which shall be approved by the attorney general and
thereafter shall be applied uniformly by each registrar of voters in the state.

(8)(a) Prescribe uniform rules, regulations, forms, and instructions as to standards for effective
nonpartisan voter education, which shall be approved by the attorney general and thereafter shall be
implemented uniformly by each registrar of voters in the state. In developing the standards, the secretary of
state shall review current voter education programs within the state. The standards shall address but shall
not be limited to voter education concerning voter registration, balloting procedures for voting absentee by
mail, during early voting, and at the polling places, distribution of sample ballots, and effective voter
education methods, including the use of public service announcements and other public awareness methods.
By December fifteenth of each general election year, each registrar of voters shall report to the secretary of
state a detailed description of the voter education programs implemented in his parish. The secretary of state,
upon receipt of such information, shall prepare a report on the effectiveness of voter education programs and
shall submit the report to the governor, the president of the Senate, and the speaker of the House of
Representatives by January thirty-first of each year following a general election.

(b) Develop activities, events, informational posters and pamphlets, and public service announcements
for the implementation of an annual voter registration week and generally be responsible for implementation
of such week. Itis the policy of the state of Louisiana to encourage full participation in voting by all citizens
of this state. To this end, in years when the president of the United States proclaims a National Voter
Registration Day, the official state voter registration week shall be the full week in which the National Voter
Registration Day occurs, unless the National Voter Registration Day occurs after the close of the registration
records for the regular fall primary election. In years when the president of the United States does not
proclaim a National Voter Registration Day or the National Voter Registration Day occurs after the close
of the registration records for the regular fall primary election, the official state voter registration week shall
be two weeks prior to the close of registration records for the regular fall primary election.

(9) Provide for the registration of third-party voter registration organizations that conduct third-party
voter registration drives in the state of Louisiana.

(10)(a) Develop and implement a pilot program for new voting technology and equipment.

(b) The secretary of state shall work with two members from the House Committee on House and
Governmental Affairs designated by the chairman of that committee and two members from the Senate
Committee on Senate and Governmental Affairs designated by the chairman of that committee in developing
the program. After the development of the program, the secretary of state shall submit the details of the
program to the House Committee on House and Governmental Affairs and the Senate Committee on Senate
and Governmental Affairs. The secretary of state shall also submit to the committees the details of any
subsequent change to the program.

B. The commissioner of elections shall be appointed by the secretary of state subject to Senate
confirmation. He shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary of state at a salary fixed by the secretary of state,
which salary shall not exceed the amount approved for such position by the legislature while in session. The
commissioner of elections shall have the same qualifications as required for statewide elected officials. He
shall have such responsibilities and perform such duties as shall be prescribed by the secretary of state.

C. The department of state shall be responsible for assistance to registrars, administration of rules and
regulations of the secretary of state relating to the registration of voters, and matters pertaining to the
reporting, compilation, and dissemination of registration statistics and information.

D. The secretary of state may enter into cooperative agreements with other states or the Electronic
Registration Information Center to share voter registration information or data for purposes of determining
whether a voter is registered in more than one state and for the maintenance of the state voter registration
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computer system. The secretary of state shall include in any such cooperative agreement a provision for the
privacy of the information or data that complies fully with applicable state and federal law.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No.
10, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1995, Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004, Acts 2001, No. 1181, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 2002; Acts
2003, No. 286, §1, eff. Jan. 12, 2004, Acts 2004, No. 526, §2, eff- June 25, 2004, Acts 2005, No. 220, §§1, 4, eff. Jan.
1, 2006; Acts 2006, No. 403, §1, eff- June 15, 2006, Acts 2008, No. 136, §2, eff- Jan. 1, 2009; Acts 2013, No. 383, §3,
eff-Jan. 1, 2014; Acts 2014, No. 59, §1, eff- May 16, 2014, Acts 2016, No. 281, §1, eff- May 31, 2016, Acts 2017, No.
176, §1, eff- June 14, 2017; Acts 2019, No. 374, §1, eff- June 19, 2019; Acts 2021, No. 480, §1, eff. July 1, 2021, Acts
2024, No. 701, §1.

§18.1. Political activities prohibited

A. Neither the commissioner of elections nor any employee of the elections division within the
Department of State who is in the unclassified state service shall participate or engage in political activity,
including his own or any other candidacy for election to public office; membership on any national, state,
or local committee of a political party or faction; making or soliciting contributions for any political party,
faction, or candidate; taking active part in the management of the affairs of a political party, faction,
candidate, or any political campaign, except to exercise his right as a citizen to express his opinion privately
and to cast his vote as he desires.

B. Asused in this Section, the term "political activity" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Article
X, Section 9(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Acts 2003, No. 1220, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

§18.2. Certain political activities prohibited; secretary of state

A. The secretary of state may participate or engage in political activity related to his own candidacy for
election to public office, including soliciting contributions for his campaign and taking an active part in the
management of the affairs of his campaign and his principal campaign committee. He may also exercise his
right as a citizen to express his opinion privately and to cast his vote as he desires. The secretary of state
shall not participate or engage in any other political activity, including the candidacy of any other person for
election to public office; membership on any other national, state, or local committee of a political party or
faction; making or soliciting contributions for any political party, faction, or other candidate; or taking active
part in the management of the affairs of a political party, faction, other candidate, or any other political
campaign.

B. Asused in this Section, the term "political activity" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Article
X, Section 9(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Acts 2006, No. 415, §1.

§19. Contracts for storage of voting machines; public bid; negotiation

A.(1) Each contract entered into by the secretary of state for the lease of any building or portion thereof
for the storage of voting machines shall be advertised and awarded to the lowest responsible bidder in
accordance with the applicable provisions of R.S. 39:1551 et seq. For the purposes of advertising, awarding,
and administering contracts for the lease of space for the storage of voting machines, the secretary of state
may utilize any applicable procurement regulation promulgated in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act by the commissioner of administration.

(2) In addition to all other notices and advertisements for bids required, the secretary of state shall
furnish notice of the invitation for bids at least thirty days prior to the opening of bids for each contract for
the storage of voting machines for a parish in the following manner:
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(a) Publish notice of the invitation for bids in a newspaper of general circulation printed in such parish,
or if there is no newspaper printed in such parish, in a newspaper printed in the nearest parish, that has a
general circulation in the parish covered by the contract.

(b) Send such notice to the clerk of court for such parish who shall prominently post such notice in his
office.

(c) Notify the parish governing authority for such parish of the contract and that such parish governing
authority is allowed to bid on such contract.

(3) Contracts for the lease of space for storage of voting machines may be entered into on a parish or
regional basis with a storage facility in each parish. If a single contract provides for the storage of voting
machines for more than one parish, then the notices required by this Subsection shall be provided in each
parish covered by such contract in accordance with this Subsection and there shall be a storage facility in
each such parish.

B.(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section or any other provision of law to
the contrary, the secretary of state may modify any existing lease between the department and a lessor by
negotiation, if the following conditions exist:

(a) Additional storage space is required in order to accommodate an increase in the number of voting
machines due to an increase in population of the affected parish.

(b) Additional storage space is required in order to accommodate voting machines of a different
configuration than the voting machines stored under the original lease agreement.

(2) No modification to a lease through negotiation shall be made the effect of which increases the
existing price per square foot by more than twenty-five percent, and no modification to a lease through
negotiation shall be made in the first two years or the last two years of the term of any such lease.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff. Jan. 12, 2004.
NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 451, §8(A), relative to effective date.

§20. Contracts for a signature digitization/verification system

The secretary of state may enter into contracts necessary to provide for a signature
digitization/verification system to be used to carry out the functions of election officials.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004.
NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 451, §8(A), relative to effective date.

§21. Maps; use of voting machines, technology, and other resources; fees; Voting Technology Fund

A. The secretary of state may produce and sell maps of precincts and election jurisdictions. The
secretary of state may charge uniform, reasonable fees for the maps. The fees shall be established by rule
adopted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

B. The secretary of state may utilize the voting machines, voting technology, and other resources of his
office to conduct an election not governed by the provisions of this Code or law. The secretary of state may
charge uniform, reasonable fees for this service. The fees shall be established by rule adopted in accordance
with the Administrative Procedure Act.

C.(1) There is hereby created as a special fund in the state treasury, the Voting Technology Fund,
hereafter in this Subsection referred to as the "fund". The source of monies for the fund shall be the monies
derived from fees imposed pursuant to this Section, and any other monies appropriated to the fund.

(2) All fees imposed and collected pursuant to this Section shall be remitted to the state treasurer for
immediate deposit into the state treasury. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section
9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and prior to
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monies being placed in the state general fund, an amount equal to the fees collected as required by this
Section shall be credited to the fund. Monies in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same
manner as monies in the state general fund. All interest earned on the investment of monies in the fund shall
be credited to this fund following compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the
Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. All unexpended and
unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of each fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

(3) All monies in the fund shall be used solely and exclusively for general operating purposes and for
the acquisition and maintenance of voting machine technology, including hardware and software; voting
equipment and supplies; voter outreach; voter improvement; early voting; and information technology
products to produce, run, and support the election and voting system.

Acts 2015, No. 296, §1, eff. Jan. 11, 2016; Acts 2019, No. 362, §3, eff- June 11, 2019.

§22. Blank

PART II. STATE BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS

§23. State Board of Election Supervisors

A. The State Board of Election Supervisors is created and established in the Department of State as
provided in R.S. 36:802. The board shall be composed of the following persons:

(1) The lieutenant governor.
(2) The secretary of state.
(3) The attorney general.

(4) The commissioner of elections or a designee of the secretary of state, as determined by the secretary
of state. The secretary of state shall notify the board in writing of any such designation.

(5) One member of the Clerks of Court Association, who shall be elected by the membership thereof
to serve a four year term concurrent with that of the governor. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner
for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(6) One member of the Registrars of Voters Association, who shall be elected by the membership thereof
to serve a four year term concurrent with that of the governor. A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner
for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(7) One member, who shall be appointed by the governor from a list of nominees submitted by the
presidents of Centenary College at Shreveport, Dillard University at New Orleans, Louisiana College at
Pineville, Loyola University at New Orleans, Tulane University of Louisiana at New Orleans, and Xavier
University at New Orleans, each of whom shall submit one nominee who shall not be an elected or appointed
public official. The term of office of each appointed member shall be concurrent with the term of the
governor making the appointment. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for
confirmation. A vacancy in the office of a member appointed by the governor shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointment and for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(8) One member of the Police Jury Association of Louisiana or its successor, who shall be selected in
the manner determined by the association to serve a four-year term concurrent with that of the governor. A
vacancy shall be filled in the same manner for the remainder of the unexpired term.

B. Five members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and all actions
of the board shall require the affirmative vote of at least five members.

C. The board shall be domiciled in Baton Rouge.

D. The board shall elect a chairman and a vice chairman from among its members.
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E.(1) The lieutenant governor, attorney general, and secretary of state each may designate a particular
named employee from within his department to permanently act for him and in his place in his absence from
meetings of the board. The public official shall notify the board in writing of his designation or any
redesignation.

(2) The Registrars of Voters Association and the Clerks of Court Association each may elect an alternate
member from their membership to permanently act for and in the place of the registrar or clerk, as the case
may be, in his absence from meetings of the board. The president of each association shall notify the board
in writing of the alternate member so elected.

(3) The Police Jury Association may select an alternate member to permanently act for and in place of
the member selected pursuant to Paragraph (A)(8) of this Section in his absence from meetings of the board.
The executive director of the association shall notify the board in writing of the alternate member selected
pursuant to this Paragraph.

F. The board shall hold such meetings as are necessary to effectuate its purposes and shall meet upon
call of the chairman or upon the request of any three members.

G. The members of the board shall not receive any compensation but shall be reimbursed for reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of the work of the board.

Acts 1980, No. 681, §1, eff- July 24, 1980. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982, Acts 1983, No.
519, §1, eff July 8, 1983, Acts 1988, No. 831, §1; Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff. Jan. 12, 2004; Acts 2003, No. 774, §4;
Acts 2016, No. 281, §1, eff- May 31, 2016, Acts 2018, No. 584, §1, eff- May 28, 2018.

§24. Powers and duties; authority to intervene in actions

A. Toaccomplish the purposes of this Part and Subpart G of Part V of Chapter 5 of this Title, the board
shall have the following powers, duties, and functions:

(1) To adopt, amend, and repeal such rules and regulations as are necessary for the transaction of its
business and to implement the provisions of this Part and Subpart G of Part V of Chapter 5 of this Title.

(2) To conduct hearings as provided in this Part and Subpart G of Part V of Chapter 5 of this Title.
(3) To review election laws and procedures and to report to the legislature as required by this Part.

(4) To employ an executive director, legal counsel, and such other personnel as the board deems
necessary and appropriate.

(5) To exercise such other powers and duties as are necessary to effectuate the purposes of the board
as set forth in this Part and not inconsistent with such provisions.

(6) To conduct appeals of merit evaluations of registrars of voters as provided in R.S. 18:55.

B. To accomplish the purposes of Subpart G of Part V of Chapter 5 of this Title, the board shall also
have the power and authority to hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, require the production
of books and records, and do all other things necessary to discharge its duties and responsibilities.

Acts 1980, No. 681, §1, eff. July 24, 1980. Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff- July 8, 1983; Acts 1988, No. 831, 51, Acts
2003, No. 423, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2016, No. 358, §1.

§25. Annual reports

A. The board shall regularly review all election laws and all procedures used in the conducting of
elections in this state.

B. The board shall annually report to the House and Governmental Affairs Committee of the House of
Representatives and the Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee of the Senate its findings, observations,
and recommendations concerning all aspects of elections in this state. The report shall be submitted no later
than January thirty-first each year and shall include but shall not be limited to the following subjects: election
laws in general, registration procedures, election procedures, election officials, voting machines, tabulation
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and transmission of election returns, procedures used for casting and counting absentee by mail and early
voting ballots, and any other aspect of elections the board deems appropriate.

Acts 1980, No. 681, §1, eff. July 24, 1980; Acts 2005, No. 220, §4, eff- Jan. 1, 2006; Acts 2012, No. 138, §1, eff-
May 14, 2012; Acts 2017, No. 176, §1, eff. June 14, 2017.

§26. Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 831, §2.

§27. Political activities prohibited

A. No employee of the board who is in the unclassified state service shall participate or engage in
political activity, including his own or any other candidacy for election to public office; membership on any
national, state, or local committee of a political party or faction; making or soliciting contributions for any
political party, faction, or candidate; taking active part in the management of the affairs of a political party,
faction, candidate, or any political campaign, except to exercise his right as a citizen to express his opinion
privately and to cast his vote as he desires.

B. Asused herein, the term "political activity" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Article X, Section
9(C) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff- Aug. 4, 1982.

PART III. STATE VOTER REGISTRATION COMPUTER SYSTEM

§31. State voter registration computer system; parish computer system

A.(1) The secretary of state shall establish a state voter registration computer system for the registration
of voters throughout the state in accordance with the provisions of this Title.

(2) The secretary of state shall prepare a minimum of one hour of training on cybersecurity for all
persons who have user credentials to access the computer network operated or managed by the secretary of
state. The secretary of state shall require each such person to complete this training annually in order to
maintain credentialed access to the computer network.

B. The secretary of state shall adopt rules and regulations with respect to all records, data, and
information required for registration of voters and the transfer of copies thereof to the department. The
secretary of state shall establish, by rule, a uniform cost for the preparation of lists of registered voters.
However, no charges for preparation or transmission of voter registration data shall apply to the office of
motor vehicles of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, when the transmitted data is used to
verify voter registration information against driver's license and social security information. All rules and
regulations shall be adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act.

C. All revenues derived from the sale of lists of registered voters and related statistical information and
from the use of the Department of State's information system shall be deposited in the state general fund to
the credit of the Department of State. The secretary of state shall utilize such revenues to offset and
supplement costs relating to the operation of the state voter registration computer system.

D. Pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 18:18(A)(4), the secretary of state shall submit to the legislature
an annual report in a format requested by the legislature which includes a list of registered voters and other
data associated with registered voters to be used for redistricting and other legislative purposes. Such lists
and data shall be updated quarterly as requested by the legislature.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 166, §1, eff. July 14, 1982, Acts 1984, No.
672, §1; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1; Acts 1988, No. 909, §2, eff- Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1999, No. 254, §2, eff- July 1, 1999;
Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004, Acts 2003, No. 1220, §2, eff. July 3, 2003, and §3, eff. Jan. 12, 2004, Acts
2020, No. 28, §1, eff. June 4, 2020.

NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 451, §8(A), relative to effective date.
NOTE: See Acts 2003, No. 1220, §5, relative to effective date.
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PART IV. LOUISIANA ELECTIONS INTEGRITY

§41. Louisiana Elections Integrity; administration of Part

A. The Board of Ethics, hereafter in this Part referred to as the "board", shall administer the provisions
of this Part.

B. Board members shall be paid the same per diem as members of the legislature for each day of
attendance at board meetings and shall be reimbursed actual expenses incurred in attending board meetings
and in conducting board business.

C. The board shall hold such meetings as are necessary to effectuate its purposes and shall meet upon
call of the chairman or upon the request of any three members.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1; Acts 1996, Ist Ex. Sess., §11, eff. Jan. 1, 1997.

§42. Rule making power

The board shall have power to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement the
provisions of this Part.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1.

§43. Investigations and hearings; certain elections

A. The board may investigate any aspect of any election, except as provided in R.S. 18:45. The board
may initiate such an investigation upon the receipt of a sworn statement by any registered voter of this state
alleging error, fraud, irregularity, or other unlawful activity in the conduct of an election.

B. The board may convene in any location in the state for the purpose of conducting hearings and
receiving testimony concerning any irregularity, error, or apparent violation of law in any election. It may
convene upon the receipt by the board of a sworn statement by any registered voter of this state alleging
error, fraud, irregularity, or other unlawful activity in the conduct of an election.

C. The board shall have the power and authority to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, compel the
production of books, documents, records, and papers, public and private, and to do all other things necessary
in carrying out its duties and responsibilities.

D. Failure to comply with any order of the board, issued in accordance with or under authority hereof,
refusal to testify, or any act of disrespect or of disorderly or contemptuous behavior before the board shall
constitute contempt of the board, and the board shall have the power and authority to institute proceedings
in any court of competent jurisdiction for the punishment thereof as provided by the constitution and laws.
False swearing or perjury before the board shall in like manner be punished in accordance with the laws of
the state.

E. All proceedings in connection with any investigation by the board shall be conducted in closed
session, and for that purpose, such proceedings shall be exempt from the provisions of the Public Meetings
Law. All records pertaining to such proceedings shall be exempt from the provisions of the Public Records
Law. They shall remain confidential and not be open for public inspection unless and until they are entered
into the record of any court, except as specifically provided in R.S. 18:44(C). However, the records and
findings of the board pertaining to any such proceedings shall be made available to the attorney general, to
any district attorney having jurisdiction of the matter contained in such records or findings upon formal
written request, or in response to the order of any court having jurisdiction of the matter contained in such
records or findings. Any person appearing before the board shall be entitled to the right to counsel.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1.
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§44. Contesting election; referral for prosecution

NOTE: Subsection A eff. until Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. until Jan. 1, 2026, for all
other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

A. Whenever the board determines as a result of an investigation that violations of law, irregularities,
error, or fraud have occurred in the conduct of an election which in the judgment of the board has resulted
in the apparent qualification for the general election or the apparent election of a candidate not entitled to
be so qualified or elected, the board, upon the favorable vote of three members, may institute suit to contest
the election in order to protect the interest and rights of the state in fair and honest elections. In addition,
for the same cause and upon the same vote, the board may intervene in any suit instituted by any other party
to contest an election.

NOTE: Subsection A eff. Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. Jan. 1, 2026, for all other
purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

A. Whenever the board determines as a result of an investigation that violations of law, irregularities,
error, or fraud have occurred in the conduct of an election which, in the judgment of the board, has resulted
in the apparent qualification for the second party primary or the general election or the apparent election
of a candidate not entitled to be so qualified or elected, the board, upon the favorable vote of three members,
may institute suit to contest the election in order to protect the interest and rights of the state in fair and
honest elections. In addition, for the same cause and upon the same vote, the board may intervene in any
suit instituted by any other party to contest an election.

B. In any suit instituted by the board to contest an election, the provisions of Chapter 9 of this Title shall
apply, except that:

(1) An action instituted by the board to contest an election shall be brought in the district court for the
parish where the state capitol is situated.

(2) In any such suit, each candidate for said office and the secretary of state shall be impleaded and shall
be a party to the suit. The board shall be a party to the suit, and the board may implead as parties other
persons whose interest in the subject matter, by reason of their ministerial duties or otherwise, would be
directly or indirectly affected to the extent that their joinder would be necessary for a complete adjudication
of the controversy.

(3) In any such suit, the petition shall be styled:

"In re the Election for (office)"

(4) The petition shall cite:

(a) Each candidate for said office; and

(b) The secretary of state in his official capacity as the chief election officer of the state.
(5) The petition shall contain, but shall not be limited to, the following:

(a) The grounds on which the election is contested;

NOTE: Subparagraph (B)(5)(b) eff. until Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. until Jan. 1, 2026,
for all other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(b) The allegation that except for substantial irregularities or error, fraud, or other unlawful activities
in the conduct of the election, a different candidate would have qualified for a general election or would have
been elected.

NOTE: Subparagraph (B)(5)(b) eff- Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. Jan. 1, 2026, for all
other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(b) The allegation that except for substantial irregularities or error, fraud, or other unlawful activities
in the conduct of the election, a different candidate would have qualified for the second party primary or a
general election or would have been elected.

12 — House of Representatives Database Louisiana Election Code
February, 2025



R.S. 18:45

(6) The petition shall comply with Article 891 of the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, except to the
extent that the provisions of that Article or the Articles cited therein conflict with the provisions of this
Section.

(7) Service of process shall be on the secretary of state, or the commissioner of elections as provided
herein, and shall otherwise comply substantially with the provisions of R.S. 18:1408. By filing notice of
candidacy a state candidate appoints the secretary of state, or the commissioner of elections as provided
herein, as his agent for service of process in any action instituted by the board under provisions of this
Section. Ifthe secretary of state is a named candidate in the petition, then the commissioner of elections shall
be the agent for service of process for all candidates, and in such case, additionally, a copy of the citation
and petition shall be served on the secretary of state in his official capacity as chief election officer of the
state.

(8) There shall be no named party defendant; provided however, that for purposes of the provisions of
Chapter 9 of Title 18 which are applicable to suits instituted under this Section, the word "party" in this
Section shall mean "defendant" in the provisions of said Chapter 9.

(9) Each party in a suit instituted under this Section is considered as being both a plaintiff and a
defendant with respect to all other parties. A party is not required to answer the petition, but if he answers,
he shall do so prior to trial. No exceptions or responsive pleadings may be filed to the answer of a party, and
every fact alleged therein is considered as denied or avoided by effect of law as to all other parties. If a party
does not appear on the date set for the trial, either in person or through counsel, such failure to appear
precludes him from thereafter filing an answer, and from asserting his claims or defenses in the suit and the
court shall not appoint an attorney to represent him pursuant to R.S. 18:1409(A).

(10) Each party may appear and assert his claim or defense as he sees fit.

(11) The court may grant the board injunctive relief prohibiting the parties from instituting or
prosecuting in any court of this state or of the United States any other action or proceeding on the matters
involved in the suit.

(12) The court may render judgment for costs, or any part thereof, against any party, as it may consider
equitable.

C. Whenever the board determines as a result of an investigation or otherwise that a violation of the
Election Code has occurred which is subject to criminal penalties, the board shall present all information
concerning such alleged violation to the district attorney for the judicial district in which the alleged violation
occurred. The district attorney may immediately proceed with such criminal actions or investigations as are
justified by the facts presented or available to him. The information presented by the board to the district
attorney shall be presented to the attorney general and the governor who shall keep such information strictly
confidential, except that the attorney general may proceed with any action permissible within the provisions
of Article IV, Section 8 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1; Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004, Acts 2006, No. 560, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2007; Acts
2010, No. 570, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 2011; Acts 2024, No. 640, §1; eff. See Act.

§45. Limitations on powers and duties of board

A. The provisions of R.S. 18:43 and 44 shall be applicable only to elections for the office of governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general, commissioner of agriculture,
commissioner of insurance, United States senator, United States congressman, public service commissioner,
member of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, and justice of the supreme court.

B. The powers, duties, functions, and authority of the board as provided in this Part shall in no way
apply or extend to any provisions of the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act contained in Chapter 11 of the
Election Code and the board shall have no authority under the provisions of this Part to make any
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investigation or exercise any other power, duty, function, or authority in relation to the provisions of Chapter
11 of Title 18.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1; Acts 2001, No. 451, §1, eff- Jan. 12, 2004.

NOTE: See Acts 2001, No. 451, §8(A), relative to effective date.

§46. Annual reports

The board may report to the legislature any findings, observations, or recommendations concerning
elections in this state which it determines, in the course of its investigations or otherwise, should be brought
to the attention of the legislature. Such reports may be made annually prior to the annual regular session of
the legislature, or at such other times as the board may deem appropriate.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1.

§47. Staff; assistance to board

A. The board may employ an executive director. The executive director shall serve as secretary to the
board. The board may employ such other staff as it deems necessary or appropriate. It may employ staff on
a full-time or part-time basis and may procure temporary or intermittent services as it deems necessary. The
board may employ attorneys and it may procure the services of attorneys on a temporary or part-time basis
as it deems necessary.

B. Every officer, department, board, or commission of the state or of any of its political subdivisions
shall provide assistance, including use of facilities and investigatory personnel, upon the request of the board.

Acts 1989, No. 45, §1.

PART V. DIVISION OF ELECTION INTEGRITY

§49.1. Elections compliance unit; powers and duties

A. The division of election integrity is created in the Department of State. The purposes of the division
shall be to:

(1) Initiate independent inquiries and conduct independent investigations into allegations of election
irregularities in any municipality or parish of the state.

(2) Respond to notifications or complaints alleging election irregularities generated by election officials
or any other person.

(3) Review notices and reports of election irregularities and conduct investigations of any incidents that
it determines require further investigation.

B. For purposes of investigation, the division shall have the authority to:

(1) Issue subpoenas to compel the production of records and other documents from any registrar of
voters.

(2) Receive sworn statements.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, an employee of the division, upon the
receipt of a complaint of any election irregularity, may enter a polling place during early voting or on election
day for the purposes of checking the overall operations of the polling place or investigating any potential
violation of this Code.

D. If, during the course of investigation, the division determines that there may be a violation of any
criminal law or provision of this Code, the findings of the investigation shall be turned over to the
appropriate prosecutorial agency for further investigation or prosecution.

Acts 2004, No. 517, §2, eff. June 25, 2004; Acts 2010, No. 797, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2011; Acts 2024, No. 264, §1.
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CHAPTER 3. REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

§51. Registrar for each parish; appointment; commission; bond and oath

A. There shall be a registrar of voters for each parish in the state, who shall be appointed by the
governing authority of the parish in the manner provided in this Section and R.S. 18:51.1.

B.(1) Upon receipt of notice and supporting documentation from the governing authority that show the
governing authority complied with the requirements of this Section and R.S. 18:51.1 in appointing the
registrar, the governor shall issue a commission to the registrar, who thereupon shall make the bond,
subscribe to the oath, and receive the compensation prescribed in this Chapter.

(2) Ifthe governing authority fails to submit notice and documentation pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this
Subsection or if the notice and documentation submitted by the governing authority is not sufficient to show
the governing authority complied with the requirements of this Section and R.S. 18:51.1 in appointing the
registrar, the governor shall not issue a commission to the registrar but shall instead send notice to the
governing authority that it has failed to show compliance.

C.(1)(a) A vacancy for any cause in the office of registrar shall be filled by the parish governing
authority within ninety days after the date on which the vacancy occurs. An appointment to fill a vacancy
that is made prior to the time the office is actually vacated is premature and without effect. The parish
governing authority shall advertise the vacancy and solicit applications for the office in the manner provided
inR.S. 18:51.1.

(b) Until the appointment is made, the chief deputy shall perform the duties of the registrar in a parish
having a chief deputy. If there is no chief deputy, within forty-eight hours after the office becomes vacant,
the parish governing authority shall appoint a person temporarily to perform the duties of the registrar until
the parish governing authority fills the vacancy as provided in this Section. However, if the parish governing
authority neither fills the vacancy nor, in a parish having no chief deputy, designates a person temporarily
to perform the duties of registrar within forty-eight hours after the office becomes vacant, the State Board
of Election Supervisors shall appoint a person to perform the duties until the parish governing authority fills
the vacancy. A person appointed temporarily to perform the duties of registrar shall have authority to register
voters in accordance with law.

(2) The person performing the duties of registrar until the parish governing authority makes its
appointment shall be issued a commission by the governor and shall give the bond required of a registrar of
voters, unless the person previously has done so in his capacity as deputy registrar. He shall receive the
compensation prescribed by this Chapter for the registrar. If the person appointed by the State Board of
Election Supervisors held a position in the office of the registrar prior to such appointment, then upon the
appointment of a registrar to fill the vacancy, he shall be eligible to return to the position previously held.

D. A registrar who has no chief deputy or other permanent employee shall file an affidavit with the
parish governing authority and the secretary of state designating a person as chief deputy who would operate
the registrar's office in the event the registrar becomes unable to name a chief deputy and perform his duties
due to illness, injury, or disability.

Acts 1976, No. 693 §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1989, No. 179,

S1, eff- Jan. 1, 1990; Acts 2001, No. 451, §6, eff. Jan. 12, 2004, Acts 2008, No. 136, §1, eff- June 6, 2008; Acts 2016,
No. 360, §1, special eff. date; Acts 2019, No. 374, §1, eff. June 19, 2019.

§51.1. Manner of appointment of the registrar

A. The parish governing authority shall appoint the registrar of voters for the parish in accordance with
the provisions of this Section.
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B.(1) The parish governing authority shall take all reasonable steps to make as many people in the parish
as possible aware of the upcoming appointment of a registrar, including without limitation by issuing press
releases to local news services and other media outlets and, if the governing authority has a website, by
posting notice on its website.

(2)(a) Ata minimum, the parish governing authority shall publish notice of the upcoming appointment
together with a request for the submission of applications to fill the office on two separate days at least one
week apart in the official journal of the governing authority and in another newspaper with a larger
circulation within the parish than the official journal if there is such a newspaper.

(b) The notice shall comply with the following requirements:

(i) Prominent placement in a section other than the classified advertisement or public notice section.
(i1)) Formatting in a box with a bolded outline.

(ii1) A size of not less than two inches by four inches.

(iv) Print in bold face type.

(c) The notice shall contain the deadline for submitting applications, which shall be no later than seven
calendar days following the last day of publication of notice as provided in this Paragraph.

C. Inappointing the registrar, the governing authority shall offer to interview each applicant who meets
the qualifications provided by law for the office of registrar of voters.

Acts 2016, No. 360, §1, special eff. date.

§52. Qualification of registrars

A. Each applicant to fill the office of registrar of voters shall be a registered voter. If appointed to fill
the office of registrar of voters, the applicant shall become a resident and registered voter of the parish in
which he is to perform his duties prior to taking the oath of office. The registrar shall remain a resident and
qualified voter of the parish in which he is to perform his duties.

B.(1) The registrar shall possess at least one of the following at the time of appointment:

(a) A baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution and two years of full-time, professional work
experience.

(b) An associate degree from an accredited institution and four years of full-time, professional work
experience.

(c) Seven years of full-time, professional work experience.
(d) Five years of full-time employment in a registrar's office in Louisiana.

(2) For purposes of this Subsection, "professional work experience" means experience in an occupation
which requires specialized and theoretical knowledge usually acquired through college training or through
work experience and other training which provides comparable knowledge.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 2016, No. 414, §1, special eff. date.

§53. Tenure; removal from office; may not be own immediate successor

A. A registrar shall be subject to removal by the State Board of Election Supervisors for willful
misconduct relating to his official duty, willful and persistent failure to perform his duty, persistent public
conduct prejudicial to the administration of the laws relative to the registration of voters that brings the office
into disrepute, or conviction of a felony.

B.(1) A registrar accused of any of the types of conduct set forth in Subsection A of this Section or
convicted of a felony shall be subject to immediate suspension from office, with or without pay, by majority
vote of the State Board of Election Supervisors.
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(2) If the board receives a resolution from a parish governing authority as provided in this Paragraph
accusing the parish registrar of any of the types of conduct set forth in Subsection A of this Section, the
board shall schedule a hearing on the accusations contained in the resolution within thirty days of the receipt
of such resolution. Such resolution must be adopted by a favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the
membership of the parish governing authority and transmitted to the chairman of the board by certified mail,
return receipt requested. The provisions of this Paragraph shall in no way be construed to limit the powers
conferred upon the board by Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.

(3) Prior to removal of a registrar from office, the board shall afford the registrar a hearing in accordance
with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.

(4) A registrar may apply for judicial review of an adverse decision of the board by trial de novo, as
provided by R.S. 49:978.1, and by appeal, as provided by R.S. 49:979.

C. No registrar who has been removed from office may be reappointed as his own immediate successor.
Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1995, No. 747, §1.

§54. Qualification; date; duplicate oath; bond; approval of bond; orientation and training

A. Within thirty days after the date of his commission, each registrar shall qualify for office by
subscribing to the oath of office prescribed by the constitution. The oath shall be filed with the clerk of
court, and a duplicate original or a certified copy thereof shall be filed with the secretary of state. In a parish
containing a municipality with a population of three hundred thousand or more, the oath shall be filed with
the clerk of the civil district court. Each registrar also shall file with the secretary of state a bond, in favor
of the governor and with security, for the faithful performance of the duties required of him and for the
payment of such damages as may be sustained by his failure to discharge his duties. The sureties on the bond
shall be with a company authorized to do business in Louisiana, and in each parish the bond shall be in the
amount of five thousand dollars.

B. Each registrar appointed on or after January 1, 2022, shall complete orientation and training prepared
by the secretary of state in conjunction with the Registrar of Voters Association and approved by the attorney
general. Such orientation and training shall be conducted by the secretary of state.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1991, No.
277, §1; Acts 1992, No. 949, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1993; Acts 2011, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 32, §1; Acts 2020, No. 165, §1; Acts
2021, No. 16, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2022.

§55. Compensation of registrar of voters; amount and manner of payment; reduction during tenure
prohibited; prohibited increase

A.(1) The annual salary of registrars of voters shall be based on the most recent population figures as
shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana Tech University population estimates for
Louisiana parishes, or as determined by the governing authority of each parish in accordance with law.

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the registrars shall be as follows:

Population Range Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4
0 to 40,000 $57,769 $59,502 $61,287 $63,126
40,001 to 60,000 $64,188 $66,113 $68,097 $70,140
60,001 to 100,000 $70,607 $72,725 $74,907 $77,154
100,001 to 200,000 $77,026 $79,337 $81,717 $84,168
200,001 to 1,000,000 $83,445 $85,948 $88,526 $91,182
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Population Range Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8
0 to 40,000 $65,019 $66,970 $68,979 $71,049
40,001 to 60,000 $72,244 $74,441 $76,644 $78,943
60,001 to 100,000 $79,469 $81,853 $84,309 $86,838
100,001 to 200,000 $86,693 $89,294 $91,973 $94,732
200,001 to 1,000,000 $93,918 $96,735 $99,637 $102,626

Population Range Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12
0 to 40,000 $73,180 $75,375 $77,637 $79,966
40,001 to 60,000 $81,311 $83,751 $86,263 $88,851
60,001 to 100,000 $89,443 $92,126 $94,890 $97,737
100,001 to 200,000 $97,574 $100,501 $103,516 $106,622
200,001 to 1,000,000 $105,705 $108,876 $112,143 $115,507

(3)(a) A person appointed by the parish governing authority as registrar on or after July 1, 1997, shall
be employed with an annual salary of step one of the appropriate population range, unless the person is
promoted from chief deputy or confidential assistant and such would result in a reduction in compensation.
In such an instance, the newly appointed registrar shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest
step in the appropriate population range which will provide a minimum increase in salary of five hundred
dollars.

(b) Each parish governing authority shall continue to compensate its registrars at no less than the same
annual dollar amount as that paid by the particular parish on July 1, 1991, including both the prior mandated
parish portion and any supplements authorized. The difference between the amount of compensation due
each registrar and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the state through
the secretary of state.

(4)(a) Each registrar shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step on July first
until his annual salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a registrar
whose salary is less than step one of the appropriate population range shall receive an annual salary increase
of four thousand five hundred dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step one. At that
time, he shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step which will provide an increase of
not less than five hundred dollars.

(b) Each registrar whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated as to merit in
January. The criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be determined by the secretary of state in
conjunction with the Registrar of Voters Association. Each registrar shall be evaluated by the secretary of
state or his designee acting on his behalf. Upon a finding of "excellent" on a merit evaluation, the registrar
shall receive a salary increase to the next step until the registrar's salary is equal to the highest step of the
appropriate population range. A registrar may appeal the finding on a merit evaluation to the State Board
of Election Supervisors in accordance with rules promulgated by the board. If a member of the board
participates in the merit evaluation of a registrar, the member shall not participate in an appeal of the
evaluation.

B. No law to increase or decrease that portion of the salary payable by the parish shall be enacted
hereafter unless notice of intent to enact such a law has been published on two separate days, without cost
to the state, in the official journal of each locality affected by the enactment of the increase or decrease in
the salary figures. The last day of publication shall be at least thirty days prior to introduction of the bill.
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C. The annual compensation of each registrar of voters shall be based upon the most recent census taken
by the United States Government, Louisiana Tech University population estimates for Louisiana parishes,
or upon the population figures of each parish as determined by its governing authority as provided by law.

D. The state portion of each salary shall be paid biweekly by the state through the secretary of state, and
the parish portion of each salary shall be paid monthly by the parish governing authority on the warrant of
the respective registrars. The funds for the parish portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated by the
parish governing authority and the funds for the state portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated to
the secretary of state.

E. The registrars of voters shall receive cost-of-living salary increases whenever such salary increases
are given to state employees and a similar structure adjustment shall be made in the entire registrars' pay
schedule.

F. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter to the contrary, no registrar shall receive an
increase in salary as provided in Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section during a time period when the State Civil
Service Commission has suspended the authority to award merit increases to classified employees.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, st Ex.Sess., No. 37, §2, eff- Jan. 1978, Acts 1979,
No. 236, §4, eff- Sept. 1, 1979, Acts 1979, No. 295, §3; Acts 1980, No. 634, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1980; Acts 1980, No. 716,
$3, Acts 1983, No. 299, §1; Acts 1986, No. 669, §1; Acts 1991, No. 277, §1; Acts 1991, No. 395, §1, eff- July 1, 1991;
Acts 1997, No. 1008, §1, eff. July 1, 1997, Acts 1999, No. 972, §1, eff- July 1, 1999; Acts 2003, No. 683, §1, eff. July
1, 2003; Acts 2007, No. 254, §1, eff- July 1, 2007, Acts 2010, No. 622, §1, eff. June 25, 2010; Acts 2016, No. 358, §1.

§56. Salary supplement

The salaries provided by law for the registrar, the chief deputy, and any other unclassified employees
may be supplemented by the parish governing authority.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1991, No. 395, §1, eff- July 1, 1991; Acts 1999, No. 972, §1, eff- July
1, 1999.

NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 395, §§2 and 4.

§57. Reduction of compensation while holding office or employment prohibited

A. The compensation of any registrar, chief deputy, or other unclassified employee which is payable in
accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:55 and 59 shall not be reduced while he holds his office or
position, or as a result of promotion.

B. Subsequent to the 1990 federal decennial census, if the most recent population figures referred to in
R.S. 18:55(A) and 59(B) and (C) decrease from the prior population figures so as to change the population
range of the parish, the registrar of voters, chief deputy, and confidential assistant shall be compensated at
the population range for such prior parish population while each holds his office. If the most recent
population figures referred to in R.S. 18:55(A) and 59(B) and (C) increase over the prior parish population
so as to change the population range of the parish, the registrar of voters, chief deputy, and confidential
assistant shall receive an increase in compensation to the nearest step in the new population range or a
minimum increase of five hundred dollars for the registrar, three hundred dollars for the chief deputy, and
two hundred dollars for the confidential assistant.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff- July 6, 1978, Acts 1991, No. 395,
S eff July 1, 1991.

NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 395, §§2 and 4.

§58. Powers and duties of registrars

A. Subject to the direction of the secretary of state and as provided by law, the registrar in each parish
shall be responsible for the registration of voters in the parish he serves and for the administration and
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enforcement of the laws and the rules and regulations of the secretary of state relating to the registration of
such voters. He shall participate in the state voter registration computer system established pursuant to R.S.
18:31 and shall provide all necessary assistance to the secretary of state to effectuate the inclusion of his
parish in that system.

B.(1) The registrar shall be responsible for conducting absentee by mail and early voting in the parish
he serves, as provided by Chapter 7 of this Code.

NOTE: Paragraph (B)(2) eff. until Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. until Jan. 1, 2026, for
all other purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(2) The registrar shall assign voters in the state voter registration computer system according to each
voting district in the parish from which an election is to be conducted. For a primary election, the assignment
of voters shall be completed on or before the fifth business day prior to the opening of qualifying for the
primary election. For a general election, the assignment of voters shall be completed on or before the
fifty-first day prior to the general election.

NOTE: Paragraph (B)(2) eff- Aug. 1, 2025, for certain purposes, and eff. Jan. 1, 2026, for all other
purposes. See Acts 2024, No. 640.

(2) The registrar shall assign voters in the state voter registration computer system according to each
voting district in the parish from which an election is to be conducted. For a primary election, the
assignment of voters shall be completed on or before the fifth business day prior to the opening of qualifying
for the primary election. For a general election, the assignment of voters shall be completed on or before
the fifty-eighth day prior to the general election.

C. The registrar may administer any oath required by Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 7 of this Code.

D.(1) The registrar shall notify the secretary of state, or his designee, by telephone, electronic mail, or
facsimile within twenty-four hours following the discovery of a cyber incident that impacts the office of the
registrar, including but not limited to a computer system maintained by the secretary of state.

(2) As used in this Subsection, "cyber incident" means an event that may jeopardize the confidentiality,
integrity, or availability of digital information or information systems.

E. Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1995.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1980, No. 506, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 77, §1, eff. June
26, 1981, Acts 1984, No. 672, §1; Acts 1989, No. 574, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1990, Acts 1992, No. 978, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex.
Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1995; Acts 1995, No. 312, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1996, Acts 2001, No. 451, §6, eff. Jan. 12, 2004;
Acts 2005, No. 220, §4, eff. Jan.1, 2006, Acts 2014, No. 60, §1, eff- May 16, 2014, Acts 2020, No. 217, §2; Acts 2024,
No. 640, §1, eff. See Act.

§59. Deputies, confidential assistants, and other permanent office employees; temporary employees;
appointment and compensation; prohibited increase in compensation

A. Except as otherwise provided by law and in conformity with applicable civil service laws, registrars
may appoint deputies, confidential assistants, and other office employees. A deputy registrar shall be a
qualified voter of the state of Louisiana. Each deputy shall take the constitutional oath of office. A
confidential assistant may perform all the duties of a chief deputy if he meets the qualifications of a deputy.

B.(1) The annual salary of the chief deputy registrar of voters in each parish shall be based on the most
recent population figures as shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana Tech University
population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or as determined by the governing authority of each parish in
accordance with law.

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the chief deputy shall be as follows:
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Population Range Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

0 to 40,000 $33,697 $34,708 $35,750 $36,822
40,001 to 60,000 $40,117 $41,321 $42,560 $43,837
60,001 to 100,000 $46,537 $47,933 $49,371 $50,852
100,001 to 200,000 $52,956 $54,544 $56,181 $57,866
200,001 to 1,000,000 $59,375 $61,156 $62,991 $64,880
Population Range Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8

0 to 40,000 $37,927 $39,064 $40,236 $41,443
40,001 to 60,000 $45,152 $46,507 $47,902 $49,339
60,001 to 100,000 $52,378 $53,949 $55,568 $57,235
100,001 to 200,000 $59,602 $61,390 $63,232 $65,129
200,001 to 1,000,000 $66,827 $68,831 $70,896 $73,023
Population Range Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12
0 to 40,000 $42,687 $43,967 $45,286 $46,645
40,001 to 60,000 $50,819 $52,344 $53,914 $55,532
60,001 to 100,000 $58,952 $60,720 $62,542 $64,418
100,001 to 200,000 $67,083 $69,095 $71,168 $73,303
200,001 to 1,000,000 $75,214 $77,470 $79,795 $82,188

(3)(a) A person appointed as chief deputy by the registrar on or after July 1, 1997, shall be employed
with an annual salary of step one of the appropriate population range unless the appointment is a promotion
from confidential assistant of the parish and would result in a reduction in compensation. In such an
instance, the newly appointed chief deputy shall receive an increase in salary of the amount required to place
him on the nearest step and give him a minimum increase of three hundred dollars.

(b) Each parish governing authority shall continue to compensate its chief deputy registrar at no less than
the same annual dollar amount as that paid by the particular parish on July 1, 1991, including both the prior
mandated portion and any supplements authorized. The difference between the amount of compensation due
each chief deputy and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the state through
the secretary of state.

(4)(a) Each chief deputy shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step on July
first until his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a chief deputy
whose salary is less than step one of the applicable population range shall receive an annual salary increase
of four thousand five hundred dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step one. At that
time, he shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step which will provide an increase of
not less than three hundred dollars.

(b) Each chief deputy whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated as to merit in
January. The criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be determined by the Registrar of Voters
Association. It shall provide that each chief deputy will be evaluated by the registrar of his parish. Upon
a finding of "excellent" on a merit evaluation, the chief deputy shall receive a salary increase to the next step
until his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range.
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C.(1) The annual salary of the confidential assistant to the registrar of voters in each parish shall be
based on the most recent population figures as shown by the latest federal decennial census, the Louisiana
Tech University population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or as determined by the governing authority
of each parish in accordance with law.

(2) The salary ranges and pay schedule for the confidential assistant shall be as follows:

Population Range Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

0 to 40,000 $27,281 $28,099 $28,942 $29,810
40,001 to 60,000 $33,699 $34,710 $35,751 $36,823
60,001 to 100,000 $40,117 $41,321 $42,560 $43,837
100,001 to 200,000 $46,537 $47,933 $49,371 $50,852
200,001 to 1,000,000 $52,956 $54,544 $56,181 $57,866
Population Range Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8

0 to 40,000 $30,704 $31,626 $32,574 $33,552
40,001 to 60,000 $37,928 $39,066 $40,238 $41,445
60,001 to 100,000 $45,152 $46,507 $47,902 $49,339
100,001 to 200,000 $52,378 $53,949 $55,568 $57,235
200,001 to 1,000,000 $59,602 $61,390 $63,232 $65,129
Population Range Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12
0 to 40,000 $34,558 $35,595 $36,663 $37,763
40,001 to 60,000 $42,688 $43,969 $45,288 $46,647
60,001 to 100,000 $50,819 $52,344 $53,914 $55,532
100,001 to 200,000 $58,952 $60,720 $62,542 $64,418
200,001 to 1,000,000 $67,083 $69,095 §71,168 $73,303

(3)(a) A person appointed by the registrar as confidential assistant on or after July 1, 1997, shall be
employed with an annual salary of step one of the appropriate population range.

(b) Each parish shall continue to compensate its confidential assistant at no less than the same annual
dollar amount as that paid by the particular parish on July 1, 1991, including both the prior mandated portion
and any supplements authorized. The difference between the amount of compensation due each confidential
assistant and the amount payable by the parish governing authority shall be paid by the state through the
secretary of state.

(4)(a) Each confidential assistant shall automatically receive an annual salary increase to the next step
on July first until his salary equals the highest step of the appropriate population range. However, a
confidential assistant whose salary is less than step one of the appropriate population range shall receive a
salary increase of four thousand five hundred dollars until that amount would cause his salary to exceed step
one. At that time, he shall receive a salary increase to the amount of the nearest step which would provide
an increase of not less than two hundred dollars.

(b) Each confidential assistant whose salary is at the level of step one or higher shall be evaluated as to
merit in January. The criteria and procedure for the merit evaluation shall be determined by the Registrar
of Voters Association. It shall provide that each confidential assistant be evaluated by the registrar of his
parish. Upon a finding of "excellent" on a merit evaluation, the confidential assistant shall receive a salary
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increase to the next step until the confidential assistant's salary is equal to the highest step of the appropriate
population range.

D. No law to increase or decrease that portion of the salary payable by the parish shall be enacted
hereafter unless notice of intent to enact such a law has been published on two separate days, without cost
to the state, in the official journal of each locality affected by the enactment of the increase or decrease in
the salary figures. The last day of publication shall be at least thirty days prior to introduction of the bill.

E. The annual compensation of each chief deputy registrar of voters and confidential assistant shall be
based upon the most recent census taken by the United States Government, the Louisiana Tech University
population estimates for Louisiana parishes, or upon the population figures of each parish as determined by
its governing authority as provided by law.

F. The state portion of the salary of each chief deputy registrar of voters and confidential assistant shall
be paid biweekly by the state through the secretary of state, and the parish portion of the salary shall be paid
monthly by the parish governing authority on the warrant of each chief deputy and confidential assistant.
The funds for the parish portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated by the parish governing authority
and the funds for the state portion of the salary shall be annually appropriated by the legislature to the
secretary of state.

G.(1) The annual salary of a person employed on July 1, 1991, in the position of chief deputy registrar
of voters or confidential assistant shall not be decreased by the provisions of this Section.

(2) When the position of chief deputy registrar of voters or confidential assistant is vacated, the salary
for such position shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of Subsections B and C hereof.

H. The portion of the salaries of permanent employees, other than registrars, chief deputies, and
confidential assistants, which is being paid by the state on August 30, 1983, shall be paid by the state and
the portion of such salaries being paid by the parish governing authority on August 30, 1983, shall be paid
by the parish governing authority. The state shall pay one-half the salary and the parish governing authority
shall pay one-half the salary of such permanent employees who are employed after August 30, 1983.

L.(1) A registrar may employ and fix the compensation of such additional temporary personnel as he
finds necessary from time to time in order to efficiently perform a duty imposed upon him by law within the
time the law requires that the duty be performed. The compensation so fixed shall be approved by the parish
governing authority and shall be paid from funds appropriated by the parish governing authority.

(2) Temporary personnel, whether or not compensated, may with the authorization of the registrar be
utilized for the purpose of registering voters and conducting absentee by mail and early voting.

J. In any parish in which the registrar had no extra clerical personnel on the effective date of the code,
the registrar shall receive fifteen hundred dollars per year for extra clerical help and for expenses. However,
in any of such parishes the registrar, in addition to employing extra clerical help or in lieu thereof, may
appoint a deputy registrar, whose salary shall be paid out of this additional fifteen hundred dollars per year.
A deputy registrar so appointed shall be governed by all of the provisions of law relating to deputy registrars
of voters.

K. Repealed by Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 10, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1995.

L. The chief deputy registrar and confidential assistant shall receive cost-of-living salary increases
whenever such salary increases are given to state employees and a similar structure adjustment shall be made
in the entire pay schedule.

M.(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter to the contrary, no chief deputy shall receive
an increase in salary as provided in Paragraph (B)(4) of this Section during a time period when the State Civil
Service Commission has suspended the authority to award merit increases to classified employees.
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(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter to the contrary, no confidential assistant shall
receive an increase in salary as provided in Paragraph (C)(4) of this Section during a time period when the
State Civil Service Commission has suspended the authority to award merit increases to classified employees.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 163, §2, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1977, No.
314, §1, eff - Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977, No. 322, §2, eff- Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977, No. 544, §1, eff- Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1977,
No. 569, §3, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1977, No. 578, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978, Acts 1977, No. 615, §3, eff- Jan. 1, 1978, Acts
1