NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of State
Elections Division
Opportunity to Cure Deficiencies in Absentee By Mail Ballots (LAC 31:I:Chapter 3)
In accordance with R.S. 49:950, et. seq., the Administrative Procedure Act, notice is
hereby given through authority granted in R.S. 18:18(A)(3) and R.S. 36:742 the Department of
State proposes to add to Title 31, Part I, by adding Chapter 3, §§301, 303 and 305, to provide a
permanent procedure for curing absentee by mail ballot envelope flaps with deficiencies.
Emergency rules on this topic have been in effect since June 15, 2020.
Title 31
ELECTIONS
Part I. Election Process
Chapter 3. Opportunity to Cure Deficiencies in Absentee by Mail Ballots
§301. Absentee by mail ballot deficiencies that may be cured:
A. Each registrar of voters shall review the absentee by mail ballot envelope flap for the
following deficiencies:
1.
2.
3.

Missing voter signature;
Missing witness signature; and
Incomplete affidavit information, including but not limited to missing election
date and voter information.
B. This review shall be conducted immediately upon receipt of the absentee by mail ballot.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 18:18(A)(3) and R.S. 36:742.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of State, Elections Division, LR
____________.
§303. Absentee Ballot Deficiency Notification
A. Upon receipt of an absentee by mail ballot envelope flap with one or more of the above
identified deficiencies, the registrar of voters shall segregate the ballot envelope and
promptly notify the voter of the ballot envelope flap deficiency and of the opportunity to
cure the deficiency.
B. The registrar of voters shall identify the ballot in the voter’s absentee record and notate it
as “deficient with opportunity to cure.”
C. The registrar shall immediately mail a written notice of the ballot envelope flap
deficiency and the opportunity to cure the deficiency. If there is a telephone number or
email address available in the voter’s registration record, the registrar shall also attempt
to contact the voter by telephone or email.

D. All deficiency notifications shall inform the voter of the type of deficiency, the process
for curing the deficiency, and the deadline and method to cure the deficiency. The
registrar shall make a log of the date and methods of contact for each voter.
E. Effective February 1, 2022, there will be a space on the Secretary of State website area to
Check Absentee Ballots indicating that the voter has been notified of an opportunity to
cure a deficiency.
F. Voters are required to appear in person at their registrar of voters office during normal
business hours until 4:30 p.m. the day before the election to cure the ballot envelope flap
deficiency.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 18:18(A)(3) and R.S. 36:742.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of State, Elections Division, LR
____________.
§305. Curing Absentee By Mail Ballot Deficiencies
A. To cure a missing voter signature, the voter shall appear at the office of the registrar and
sign the ballot envelope flap in the presence of an employee of the registrar of voters. The
employee of the registrar who observes the signature shall also sign the ballot envelope
flap as witness.
B. To cure a missing witness signature, the voter shall appear at the office of the registrar
and resign the ballot envelope flap in the presence of an employee of the registrar of
voters. The employee of the registrar who observes the signature shall sign the ballot
envelope flap as witness.
C. To cure an incomplete affidavit, the voter shall appear at the office of the registrar and
complete the affidavit on the ballot envelope flap.
D. If the voter appears at the office of the registrar to cure the deficiency, the notation in the
voter’s absentee record shall be updated to so reflect.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 18:18(A)(3) and R.S. 36:742.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of State, Elections Division, LR
____________.
Family Impact Statement
1.
What effect will this rule have on the stability of the family? The proposed rule will not
affect the stability of the family.
2.
What effect will this have on the authority and rights of persons regarding the education
and supervision of their children? The proposed rule will not affect the authority and rights of
persons regarding the education and supervision of their children.
3.
What effect will this have on the functioning of the family? The rule will not affect the
functioning of the family.

4.
What effect will this have on family earnings and family budget? This rule will not affect
the family earnings or family budget.
5.
What effect will this have on the behavior and personal responsibility of children? This
rule will not affect the behavior or personal responsibility of children.
6.
Is the family or local government able to perform the function as contained in this
proposed Rule? No, the proposed rule will have no impact.
Poverty Impact Statement
The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973.
Small Business Analysis
The impact of the proposed Rule on small business has been considered and it is estimated that
the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on small businesses as
defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
Provider Impact Statement
In compliance with House Concurrent Resolution (HCR) 170 of the 2014 Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature, the provider impact of these proposed Rules have been considered. It is
anticipated that this proposed Rule will have no impact on the staffing level requirements or
qualifications required to provide the same level of service, and no increase on direct or indirect
cost. The proposed Rule will have no impact on the provider’s ability to provide the same level
of service as described in HCR 170.
Public Comments
Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule or request a
public hearing on the proposed rule until 4:30 p.m., July 10, 2021, by U.S. mail to the Louisiana
Department of State, ATTN: Ray Wood, 8585 Archives Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70809.
Public Hearing
If the criteria set forth in R.S. 49:953(A)(2)(a) are satisfied, the Department of State will conduct
a public hearing at 4:00 p.m. on July 28, 2021 in the conference room at the State Archives, 3851
Essen Ln, Baton Rouge, LA 70809. To confirm whether or not a public hearing will be held,
interested persons should first call Ray Wood at (225) 287-7475 after July 10, 2021. If a public
hearing is to be held, all interested persons are invited to attend and present data, views,
comments, or arguments, orally or in writing.
R. Kyle Ardoin, Louisiana Secretary of State

